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»«rspaperd in ediacatioh, as you well know, is likp oaking love— it '.s- 
not the tachnlqua but the enthusiasm that comts; 

Bixt. in edtioatlonal research^ the techhique^-or what is called the 
research design—is a loost important ele&ant, particularly if the researcher 
wishes to generalize the findings. The concept; behind research Is olieple— 
iihen we need to know about sdosiething we do research. It is obvious to you 
and m that we need to know more about the effect that newsjpaper rse has on 
teaching lyid learning* ^he need to know^ is not a slsplfir matter* To ' 
carry out this charge^ we need to krunr. how to^ satisfy this need to know* 
For ezaaple^ there masf be a. need to know how daily newsp^^er use affects 
youngsters' knowledge of and- interest in cumant affairs and •govemmeixtal 
functions. The problem is how doMfi design* a research study that will help 
us get^^ome .answersto this question*. One of 6ur concerns with educational 
research i's that >rtien someone points, a flpger at -a problem maiqr of As end 
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^up studying the "finger* ' t^' * 

• Let me outline for you what I plan to discuss .with you dn the time 
alloted *and why * ' . 

I think it may be of interest to you to hear some of the results from 
the studies done by the National Assessment of Educational Progress^ and the 
work that George Galluqp did for the National Municipal League* Why? Well> 
' it seems to me that this information sets the stage for the next two dis- 
cussion points— 'namely/' newspapers for home and school |» and the current NIB 
research* < , ^ 

The use of newspapers as a bridge between home and school is something 
that is being explored 1^ many newspapers* Many of you are conducting or 
considering newspaper pro-ams involving paarents* I believe that it would 
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be helpful to you to pin this interest, ypur parent programs, o ^ 
t'ationalft/ aone existing research about, parents as teiacjfers of thv u own 
'bhildren* . ' * 

/ _ 

The renaining portion of this discussion will focus on existing HIE 
\ research* But let laa tell you at this point what I have done. During. the 
past year, -with Juidy^s help, and the assistance of many of you who hare 
answered ny letters, I haye^ut all of the studies I could find on t^ 
c0BpiAer~by naiae, title, and year. Ify intent is to write an abstract of 
each iatudy ajid also put that on the computer* Then, if you are interested 
Iji a particular .study on th€5 computer list, after reading the title and 
abstract, you can write for the ccwjpleted copy irtiich I hope to. have in the 
files/* I can pull this stiady> Xeror it, and mail.it to you* At leasij, 
,that is the ^lan to date. Presently, I have more' study titles than actual 
studies in the files. ^ 

•National Studies: Survejjy ^ 
With this overview In mind, let's noK exaaljie some of the data from ^ 
national studies, that I feel help make an excellent case for using news- 
papers in every classroom. Tou shotild know that what follows is merely an 
abstract of information that is iit?)ortant to me in ity NIE workNand in no.- 
way reflects the c;oa[iq)lete findings of these studies. 

A nationwide siirvey of ^5,000 teenagers, conducted by NAEP, has found 
that - I > , 

» teenager's know less about govemmfnt and; are less wilLing to par- 
ticipate in politics than they we^e at the start of the 1970' s. 
^ f- less- than one-half of the IT-year-glds and only one-fifth of the ^ 
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13^7^ar-^Xdfl cotlLcL name ajay* of their deziators or representatlviBs in* 

Cox^gress. . v ^ 

« OAa^third of all teenagers do iK>t knov tha;'^ a U«S« senator is eX^cted*. 
« less than half understand tiSat the Senate anist confijic a nomLnation 

to the Supreme Coxirt# , \\ 

'•-only 36^ of the' 17-year-olds know how presidential csndidates are 

selectedi i (kote: This stirvey was conductod' during an election year.) 

I \ lir- . ...... ... 

« one-fift^ fof ■ thosje tasted are opposed to or undeci(^d abotxt allowing: 

a newsp^er to criticize an elected official. 

■* one-third cannot suggest some neahs of researching a political 

candidate's background* \ \ - ^ 

* only U5% of our 13-year-olds can correctly natch four govenmental 
functions vith the appropriate level of government • 

* more than half of the 9- and 13-year-olds and 35^ oij. the 17-year- 
olds are unable to jextract the "main idea" fron katerial read and 

^ have difficulty discrlxainating fact frost opinion. . * * 

* about 21 million Americans bver I6 years of age caxmot read a want ad« 

* teenagers seem to be losing their ability to cotrmninicate cleiufly 
throng written English. . ^ 

* it has been estimated thart students forget about 20 to 80^^ of -yAiRt 
they learned the previous year over the summarpV^ationo 

In a test of 17- and 18-vear-oldo, ^ondpcted by Gallup for the National 
Municipal League^ the findings include that: 

* only 3$ could identify Alaska and Hawaii as the most recent* states 
'in tha Union. • * * . 

* only USf could name the three presidents prior to Gerald Ford. 



♦ 25^ didn' t know that New Jersey is on . the east coa^ and Oregon is 
on the vest coast* - 

♦ 7155 dldn* t know that conventions mak^ the final choice- of presi- 
dential xxcsnineQa* 

♦ ♦ conl^ not name the wfur in which states'^ Vi^ts was ^ issue* 

60^ iid not iaiow what ffiTa 

A '1975 snrvey pf stiadents, the cream of the crop, listed in Who» s Who aiaong 

; ^ * . ... ^ 

American Hig^ School Students^ showed that: - • 

♦ 83$ do not believe tha:^ bur system iwrovides equal justice f oWall 
citiaenso t ' , 

♦ 81$ believe that elected Qfficials lack honor iid integrity. 

♦ 79$ of 18- to 2l-year-olds'who regpLstered to vote did not ^o to the 
polls' in November' s "election. ^ ^ . . 

It is apparent .that NIE programs ^ in both the hone and the sctxool 
p should make some attempt to educate our youth abQ^t the real world and, 
hopefully influence their- knowledge of current affairs, goveimentallfunc- 
tions, and daily reading habits and attitudes. I L ' 

To dp this, it may be important to view the newspaper as a bridge 
between the home, the school, and thie community; 

Home and School: NIE Rationale 

There is, renewed interest Iqr, educator^ about the involvement of paren-^s 
in the education of theiif children. Let me share with y<m some reasons for- 
this curcent liiter|est. . | 

Benjamin Bloom' s studies have shown the tremendous influence of the 
home ^viroiiMHt on 'a child's intellectual development, citing that about . 
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* 1 
$05j of the ability to learn is acquired- ty the age of fpur. Robert Thortl- 

^dilw Wfpor^ed in his book, Readijag C^rehension Bdncatipn in Fifteen 

Cooirtries, that ho»B and faidJy background are djaninant in deteiminlng 

■r ! 2 

achievQiDent^ in reading. 

Snith and Brahce, in their experimental - program, "School and Home: 
Poens on Achievement, ^ report that inrolvlng parents imihat their c^iildren 

are learning "has definitely resulted .In improved student work, habits and 

' • , . ■ , " ' ' ' •" 3 - ' ,-. 

attitudes to schooiwork" and fcM increased reading achievement. 

The evidence found in the^Stanf ord University stud4.es supports the •> 
"Sinvdvemaat of parents as tutors of their children. These studies report 
that "parent involvement programs (specifically as teachers of their chil- j 
dren) produced ijignif leant iknediate gains in childrexP's scoij^s and '-^ 
seened to alter in a positive directibn the teachin^ibehavior of parents." 

Dorothy Rich re^)orted in her dissertation ways the family coold rein- 
force and supplement reading and math for children lii f 03UL:first-grade 
classes from' Bbth inner-tJity and suburban sohopis. T|iese strategies re- 
sulted in significantly higher scores in.reading than those of the classes 
in a control group. Incidentally, it wa!s typicsO. work that was, sent home, 
pinned to the clothing of these first-graders. The exercises and assign- 
' 3 ments featured real-life activities*-' » 

; " " Involvement in the school 

program has a favorable influence on the child's attitude toward school and 

. ' ■ '• - --e . ■• . • ■ ^ '■ ' 

. toward his owii position in life. 

There are other studies that could be added to this brief list. I 
w^ted to chare tills information with you because: One, it- illustrates how 
we in NIB should examine studies to support what we are 'doing or want to do. 



Twoj it Mens to ne that we should encourage and help teachers to ^create ' 
nenrspaper activities' that can be ax^ccmplished- at Home with the parent as a 
teacher-aldis or a tutor • I am ^also convinced that parents 'should be tau^t 

'hov to use the neirspaper for helping their children to r^ad^ f or inqDroving ' 
commmicatipi^ within the family and sharing idebs^ solving problems^ and 
so. on« One last point on this topic* Some studies reveal that certain 

« studeixts lose 20 to 80^ of ^at th^ leamisd the previous year in school* 
Newspi^tfr-inrthe-home programs^ particularly xLux^g the sumin^r months j may 
greatly reduce this loss* The idea is exciting and vortby of our contin- 
ued attention and action* / ' ^ 



NIB Research 

"Hie research collected to date has^ bew?" categorized into four parts^ 
6iera6ntjary/sec^ reading, general,^aaid categories 



^^rhi auffice for the present, but-\it ib'obvipus .to me that another, and 
^better, 'classification system has to be used because of the o^erla|>, i*e*, 
eI^mentlary.^^rKi 'second studies with readiiig studies^- llevc^heless,' it^ s 
a start* - - ■ \ • " ' 

/ .. ' ■ ■ 

( Before I share some generalizations with you, let me caution you about 

the findings* Most NIB studies are short-term studies; that is, th^y ^ ' 
two-, three-, or fbur-Veek studies* A few are longer* Small numbers of ' ^ 

^^tudentfe are involved in most stiidips* In many studies, generalizations -^ 
are not possible because of the design o^;the stu4y*5 Many variables, oti^ 
than newspaper use, are not accounted for suul in Xact mayr^lnAuenoe tho ' 
results of -j^je studies* For example, I^m thinking "p^ict^ the ' : 

researcher^ 8 biases and the fact that ;t)^' researcher in maxqr bSs^ix^b l^s the 



teacher of the treatnent grs?p**the newspaper grotqp* 

. ^ Nonrertheless, the repKcatijon process does seem to suggest that cer- 
tain things do happen Mfkien iiewspapers are used for teachi^ig and learning* 
Please renesBiber this is nor interpretation of the research • Others may re^ 
the same studies and come to different conclusions* 

' \ ' ^ . ^ . , . ■ 

Kl ement ary/Sec ondary. 

* The elementary scl;iool studies provide evidence for five major general- 

* •' , * - 

J-zations: ^ 

• • *' . . . • 

- . . ' j% > 

> !• NeH^ap'er use in the elementary classroom does seem to increase ' 
children's current-events knowledg/» ^ 

' 2* There is evidence that elementazy sdiiool students are interested 
in £|;Dd interested by new^aper content* ' ' ^ 

.- * i • ■ ^ • 

3» Several studies show that,^^en newspapers' are^ used in the class- 

V ■' ^ ' • •■ ' ' ^ ' ■ * ^ 

roQm, children's knowledge of newspapers as a business/ and their attitudes 
toward newspapers and newspaper personnel,^ improves • , 

U* There ;is some indication that newspaper use may increase chil- ^ 
dren's dajJy' newspaper^ reading habits and the amount of time spent reading 

. ■ • - • \ ■ 

the newspaper. \ ^ < . 

A coigple of studies report significant differences between e^eri- 
mental (newspaper use) groiq)s and control (no« newspapers) gr6ups in skill 
development in certain subjects such as sdbial stt^ies, language aris, and* 
arithmetic* 

I'll discuss reading as a separate subjec^* At the secondary level, 
th6re ard -some Interesting findings, • 

In a well-designed research study of I8OO high-schbol-aged stiidents 



attendliig the Presidential Classrom for Toun^ Anericans program, the . 

investigator found that the data clearly support the prqppsition that study 

of th^nass nedia plays a direct role in the political^^ socialization 6t 

adolescents insofar as overt political behavior, is con'^emed. This researchei 

states that "it remains for the social studies educator io • • • convert^ 

the ^ media from a supplementary or support device, to a primary tool*" Yet 

* ^ • 

it v^as been my observation that NIE programs have not convinced social 

.. . ■ • . > . ■ ■ ■ 

studieis teachers. of the value and usefulness of newspapers to teach social 

studies content • 

An experiment called "Textbook" World" in Santa Monica, California, 
involved the use of two daily newspapers plus periodicals for one semester 
in English and Social. Studies classes. The resiats were that these high\ 
school students; showed reading gains that moved them from bnc-half year 
behind average students to more Jbhan iJg years ahead in the five-month tri^ 
jperiod for a two-year gain. Social Science Vestalts showed Increases from a 
fu]JL year behind average to pver l?g years ahead for a total gain of almost 
three years. 

The Copley study of 200 high schoo^L students reported that young 
people seem to have little knowledge of ^ how newQ^apers gather, prepare, and 
disseminate the news. Their ideai^ about newspapers are often erroneous 6ed 
detrimental to the image df newspapers. It is interesting to note that the 
author oif this stiidy also reports that NIE pr?ograms ^are failing to achieve 
their stated objectives and'.are, .i^)L^jict; adding to the generally poor ^ 
image hold ly youth )j^onceming today's newspapers. ' n 

Several^sirose^chers of both elementary an4 secondary studies^eport 
some intereirtin'g "side effects"~benefits, if you w;lll— .regarding their 

■ ■ ■ ^ ' • ' ' . ^ ) . ; 



studies jof^neftrspaper use • 

, - ^ . ' • » ' ■ • ' 

For ezaaiple^ one studjr reports an Inproyement in attendance in NIE 

classes cosqdared to non«-*lIIE classes. Another study^ using newspapers in ~ 

language arts and reading classq^^ with nc| stressed intent to have the 

students learn current events^ reported an iiaprovement in knoiiledge of 

these events • Another study reports such ''side benefits** as developing 

geogrc^hic skills/ communication^ poise^ self --assurance^ ^aiict research 

skills • Another study^ In following up parental reaction io a two-week' 

■ ^ ' * ' • ■ \ " ^ 

unlt^ suggested that parents generally responded favorably to newspaper use 

in the school and thus family discTxissions of. newspaper content resulted. 

■ \ ■ ■ . . ■• ■'• \ ■ ■ 

If you have had .the opportunity to read John Caproll and Jeanne^ 
. Ghall*s book Towcurd a Literate Society Cl97$), you know tllat these two 
j:>eading authorities are challenging the current vl^ of functional literacy* 



One or their major questions is this one: "Can studeoits at reading grade 
7*0. read newspapers^ college textbooks^ or even the text in comic books 
conqpetently?** As ihes^ authors state: '^A grade'-ievsl* score does not 
provide ue with any information on Ju^ what kinds of roal-woVld tasks a 

person can perform conqpetentlyi^'' They l^lte Bormuth'is study part of 

[ \ . V * ) 
their evidence for^ this view; and I want to share this with you because of 

k , • I * " * , ■ ^ ' 

what it implies about newspapi9r\,reading skills and the other research to be 

/ ■ ' ^ ... 



reviewed. 

In 1969 BomnxbS took a santple of eight articles from bews publications 



and^ using a/cloze readability test^ he tested students in grades 3 through 
12 from adddl'e-class hbmes in a r^^dentlal suburb of a large mldwestern city. 



LoL other studies^ Borsath'had found that one most answer at least 3$% 
of the test itenflri. correctly; otherwise^ little or no information is gained. 
On the average of the eight airticles^ only 33% of the students in grade 6. 
and oxily 6^% of those in grade 12 reached the c^terion of being able to 
ansner 3$% of the cloze questions on the test. 

' Using statistical procedures, he found that, in oirder to'^anawer 3% of 
the questions* correctly, »»the average person is literate with respect to 
half of the ^newspaper articles only after 10.5 years. of school." 

Oxie conclusion may 'be that the /^al test of literacy is xiot a grade 
level score, one that we may be setting too low, but whether or not the 

student "performs competently on real-world reading basics • 

^ . , . , . . ... 

Before I review the NIB research that is in the files, you should know 
that there was a temptation to separate the studies in elemsntaiy and 

secondazy reading, but the reading levels of several of the students* in ^ 

\. ' ' ■ * ■ • ■ ' • • 

. these studi&s (partictilarly in junior and senior high. schools) ranged well 

into the lower elementary grades so that I decided to categorize the entire 

J ■. . . • — ■ 

grot?) of studies under the heading of "reading." • 

: .f .... • . ■ ■ , ■ 

It was very diffiiOuLt deciding how' to repwt .^^fliforination about news- 
paper use and its influence on students' readitag skills, habits, and attl- 
tudes, particularly in a shoi^ period of time. 3*0 here are soine highlights « 
. Let's staz*t with the ANPA Foundation Reading Test. Paul. B. ^Diederichi 
Senior Research Associate, Educational Testing Service, reported that , in 
"^1971, 13,000 students (9,000 junior-high students, U,Opp senior-high stu- 
dants) were administered the ANPA Fouzxdation Test. The results brought hia 
to two ijq>orbant conclusions. One, that students in classes that dEld not . 
use newspapers could answer less that.60^ the' air, strai^tforward 
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quaationa 03a typical newspaper "articles that'-wer* read duriJ^g the test."^ 
Two,' atudants in "newapajper-in. the classroom^ programs produced significant ' 
i^qpronnnant in newspsper^. reading. 

In almd^- every sttidy- where, this test was us^ as. a method of evSaltt^- 
tionj nawapsper-use groTq)a (whether integrated dja subject mat.ter or as a • 
aeparata unit) significantly, outscored groups of students who did not use^^ 
. newapapera 'in their classrooms. .... 

.One doctoral dissertation and a couple of^p^ster's research pajiers 
have been completed regarding newspaper reading skilla or newspapers as a 
/■'auppleiaBnt to reading classes.' Pat Wandell has done the only doctoral 
dfaaertation in this area and concludes that "stTidontaJ proficiancy in . 
diatinguishing between facts aaid opinions and .betwS^ major ideas and minor 
detaila and. their total newspapei^ reading ability is increased throu^ ^ 
classrooii'i&e of materials based on actual newspaper writings j students .in 
nitttli grade exhibit proficiency in .the' skill of locating information} and 
stttdents with ^igh intelligence and lew socioeconomic level, and stpdents 
iriLth low ihteiaSgence and hi^ socioeconomic level seem to benefit mo^st . 
^ 'from instruction in newspaper reading skills.'* , " 

' This last point is an interesting on^ and worthy of expansion. During ^ 
the 1969-70 school year, a study was done in Rochester (New Tork) involving 
3OQ "disadvantaged students" in grades U, 5, and .6. These students par- 
ticipated in an experiment alVeading program in which they received a 
nwapaper for 120 of^the, I8U days of the school year. -The goal of the 
; 'program was to " si gnific ant V raise reading scores of students and help 
^ develop their skills in reading new^apers." The students .jwere tested "by 
^he DurreU Analysis of Reading Difficulties . The pre-test was admlnistei^d 
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in Ootobar I969, the post-test in Kay 1970— a seven-month period; For 

fourth- and fifth-grade student?,- there was a IT-norith gain score j for 

sixth-graders, there was a 20-inonth gain score* 

Other studies, specifically those that use gain scores, suggest siini- 

lar results both for disadvantaged students, special education students, 

and students exhibiting poor rda^iing abililgr* 

\ ' . • *^ 

O^e more exan?>le is.wort^ sharing* A study 'involving two Junior high 

schools with 178 seventh-grade and l86 eighth-grade minority students. , 

provides some interesting results* Using newspapers, magazines, and papar- 

backs, and the criterion of one-month gain for one month of instruction, 

the researcher reported the following: ■ \. 

seventh-graders averaged a gaip of 2 #37 months foi* each TOnth of 

i^truction; this was six times greater than the state average pf 
v^U-month gain 'for other seventh-grade Title i Reading Programs, 

eighth-graders averaged a gain of 2.12 months for each month of 

iiistructidnjcompared to a statewide ayerage of • 7 •'month. ^ 

Studies conducted with control gro\q>s also favor th^ newspTaper-use 
grovqps# For 6xaii5)le, one teacher used newspapers with her sixth-grade 
class for six weeks • \Her class and a control-groi?) class were pre- and., 
post-tested using the Weekly » Readeg Diagnostic Silent Reading Test thfi-t 
measures f our ,skills-^-comprehension, ihterpretation, main idea, and vocabu- 
lary in context • There wqre no pre-test differences between the two sixth- 
grade classes. After six weeks, the post-test results showed that the 
newspaper-use gr^p scored significantly higher on ccnaprehension, inter- 
pretation, and vocabulary in context. There were no significant liiffer- 
tfnces in "main idea," but the meaii score for the newspaper group was higher 



than the mean score of the control grocqp* 

jDbvioTxeiy, one has to be careful -about the interpretation of the 
results tram R single class, with a teacher who is doing th?, research and 
Instructing the e3qp€^ri«®»*«l class, but there are five other studies that ^ 

p genez'ally support these finding^ 

i - . ■ . •• ■ ■ 

- Teapher/Studeixb Attitudegw^interaction 

^' It appears from the results of a couple -of studies that teachers who 

participate in NIE workshops have more -favorable gexieral opinions abqfut 

newspapers; more jpavorable opinions on the quality of news coverage ty 

newspapers; better acceptance of all the media for educational purposes; 

, ' ' . , ■ . ' . . ■• 

£ better understanding of editorial views ty newspapers; and more favorable 

attitudes toward using newspapers as a teaching tool. ' ^ 

One study of l62 teachers from 92 different schools /*rtio used newspapers 

in their classrooms^jxidged the newspaper to be ^ efJPeptive instructional 

tool^ a tool that increases student interest and motivatioii ti learn 

specific skills and specific subjects; and that it helps create a positive 

behavioral and attitudinal change irNstudents. . 

^ These findings are tempered by the results of a study of 12U secondary 

Bnglish teachers that showed, whil? most teachers had a positive attitude : 

toward the NIE program, maxy were hostile toward it; because they did ndt 

want tp be told that they had to use it and/or "because they did not like ^ 

it. This same study reported that some teachers do not ^inderstaird or use 

' the program properly; *hat is, they work under the assuaption l^hat lllE 

moans that one teaches about newspapers rather -than using the product as 

/relevant^ effective, and meaningful language ^ 
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student attitudes seem J>o be affected by iiewspaper-in-the-classroom 
programs as well. It seems that newspaper usp iinprows attitudes towards 
newspapers and towards reading. It also appears that newspaper use in , 
school has some Influence on newspaper reading habljbs out. of school and on 
one's wiJLlingneds to subscribe t6 newspapers. For- example, one study of ^ 
II48 students In six classes in which newspapers were, used for four H^eks 
reported positive changes in these students' attitudes toward coraniunitj^, 
school; and /schodl "subjects. However, t^ balance this finding, ahother 
study reportW that ^students perceive little carryovigr pr applicat^.on of 
skills acquired in newspaper cona'ses to other subj ect-matter*- areas and 
minimal usage of skills in other classrooms. 

It is interesting to note that, on a short-tem basis, newspaper use , 
ip^the classroom.^ to affect the verbal interaction ol| students that 
is, the amount and jquality of student talk seems to be influenced by the 
teacher's vise of ri§w^ape^ There is also some evidence thatjicwspaper 
ijse influences student' ve^al participation in class. These findings 
should be cotpled with teacher teistimony that new^papfcr ^use seems to con- 
trlt>ute to group processes in^teaching and^ learning. 

General 

Under this category, I filpd studies • relating to general questi<ins 

about NIE. For eyOBaBple^ what ^ are . the crittcad eleo^ be ^ 

■■ • ■ t • * -■ [ - - ■ ' ■ . 

evaluated in Nia> programs? How many copies of the newspaper are required 

to conduct an effective NIE program? What general wwearch studies have 

been^jreported in NIB on «iswspaper readership? 

^aa can review the short list of studies in, this category and, if one 



.intxlgaeii you^ details can be soppHed. One study examined the question of 

■ . •■ . * 

hov masgr neirspapers are'^requixred for In-dass programs**''^ find out^ this 

% ^ ■ ' ■' . * ■ , * 

studgr used tibe AIIPA Foiindat Ion Newspaper Test as a pre- and post-»test« In 
each of foup different schools^ (twelve junior and. scfciior high classes), om 

class was scheduled to . receive one copy of the newspaper for -every f cue 

■ • ■ ' ' i_ • ■ • • . * ■ . 

students) another class ifi the same school got thiae copies for^eyisry four 
''stud&itsj and 4n Smother class each student received a copy of the news- 
paper!* . . „ " . • . - ' 

In general^ as niQst^ther studies have shown, the use of newspapers 
in ^these classes results in significant increases in scores on the ANPA 
' Foundation Newspaper Test* In additioQ, the post-test data sug^e^t that, 
whjsn at least, one copy of the newspfi^er for every four students is used, 
the iniproYement in scores will be. -^ust as substantial as if oiae copy per ^ 

student were enployed* The "why" of Jiiis is not known aixi this study, like 

. ' • . ■ . ^ ' ' : 

aumy other studies r^orted here, srequlres" replication and fldurther analjfsis 

^ ^ Conclusions and Reccaamendatiohs 
It is* w opinion, ' given the l5au1<ioi3is I talsed earlier, that new:iBfpaper^ 
use^ has a positive effect on the teaching and . learning of certain school ^ 
.subjects* It 'a\so appears that, because of Jlie nature of this' instruc- ^ 
tional tool, it cireates situations where)^ the cluOTbbvi: 
enhanced/ijqprbved^; It would be difficult ^o read aiii. ,pf^^^^^ stjudies and 
conclude that newspaper use has no effect on attitudes^V^^i^^ axul knowl-"" 
.'edge* ^ ■ . . ^ ■ ^ i *. , x • 

' With the evidence we do have, I am of the opinion that newspaper tOM 
in the claBsroon does iiirprove/increase raading skiUs;* ^Ubat it contributes 



to ijqproTed attitudes tpvards readdng and, other s^ool subjectsj that it 
does improve, in- apd out-of-school reading habits} that it does make one 
more knowledgeable of current affairs and governmental .ftmctions} that it 
doNSS^ influence the classroom environment (ccmmunication, interection, 
sharing) • But you see^ I'm biased and a good raiearcher must l>e pbjectivei 
Nevertheless, we need to share what we know with t&e decisio!h-xaakerd~^^ 

• ■ , ■ .1 * '•',.'7... * 

publisher, editor, .stiperintendent, and pidnclpal "in ovp^^«i# ; 

•.We need, to encourage them to help us implement Bn^^-09lvAte^pfi^ 
use^^ every dassrobm at. variotis levels, wit^ka variety rofe styito^ ; 

We .Med to cbntJUrae the reseaixh. We iwed bigger and better studies. 
We .need to ask more questions like the ones I've listed that are in your 
pacfteta* ^ \ ^r- 
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